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q Traces of Feminism in Ancient Indian Texts and
. inist perspectives in the Fiction of the Postcolonial Writers
em

P. PadmaPriya
Asst. Professor in English

Visakha Govt. Degree College(W)
Visakhapatnam

’; india has its roots in the ancient Indian texts. Vedas and Upanishads preached
. nt to women, as well, equal status. Manu Smriti, advocated patriarchal system
('ﬂ od the supremacy of men, due to which the status of women deteriorated over

dc,at eand it Was reflected in Itihasas, the later Indian texts. Feminism in West is
’dof ﬂ':w movement when compared to ancient India. The first phase of feminist
el ? nlaims the credit for the white women movement of the West for equal rights,
/ a:ncd suffrage. Western education has initialized and instigated the Indian
o ally the women, realize their oppression and suppression which ultimately
*:;Cw adapt the Feminist perspectives of the West. Postcolonial women writers
:h'd for the emancipation of women in their writings. This paper humbly attempts a
f feminism in ancient India as well feminist concerns in postcolonial and diaspora
gaith reference to the fiction of some of the postcolonial Indian women writers.

ods; ancient Indian Texts, Brahmavadinis, patriarchy, oppression, subjugation,
min, female expression, postcolonial and diaspora writing

Mlwan established history of feminist consciousness from Vedic period. Ancient Indian
Myicd texts disseminated equal status for women on par with men, into its society and
® Women were accorded equal status in Vedic period in India which was later
Sl i e course of time from Manu Smriti. The intellectuality and equal status
'im@’edicwomen was mentioned in ancient Indian literature. Brahmavadinis and
, _“’f’fe the learned, highly qualified women in Sanskrit texts. Brahmavadinis
;~:"s :‘:C o the study and practise of Vedas and remained spinsters throughout the.ir
N%y"dvﬁha.s studied Vedas till their marriage. Women played key role in
g smdmled kingdoms as efficiently as their counterparts whereas in post Manu

st Y of Vedas, chanting of some of the vibrant mantras and practice of many
\n ted for women,

Ny ext Vedag

Z,

, Upanishads and ancient Indian Hindu texts considered women as

of
‘”Lord Sgh(:dd ®SS trio: Lakshmi, Saraswati and Parvathi. According to Hindu
‘kﬂle I ﬁva, the destructor or the transformer of the universe had given an equal

e . .
b, vy, half of ps divine self to his consort Parvati, which depicts the
| bdgiv ; hmmonious coexistence of male and female entities. Lord Vishnu the
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dignity and respect bestowed upon thejr
ustrate the

. Al

. cal texts il . ' |

instances from the mytholog! | status given 1 them s for wife an d husband, whict
concerts and also exhibits the equa ual sta

. d as eq n and women but t
enario it can be interpretes % L. between ma . e
In the present sce a1 50 gender discrimit Hinduism. In the mythological text
d ultimately be resuftcq . o i jor traditi
shot}l b\ and the “Manu Smriti” 0 on of Shakti shaktls.m. is a maj ition (?f
patriarch) dered powerful relncar?etltl " considered as feminine deity, the go.ddess is
. hysical reality ated women as their equg]
Hinduism, wherein the metaphy ies nor the shakteyaS. e hat of the; q
upreme. But neither the Shivaite ity differed from that of their origina|
S .

1
- ion of ender equa ;
counterparts and their interpretation g flected the society when women Wwere

. . ter Hindu texts 1€
preaching. Epics and Itlha;)sals}:gt:;;awas of its height, further worsened the status of women,
treated as mere property. £0

oompamdt.o.Vedic z:i::bammchy influenced the male psychology which over a period of
Manu Smriti prono ’

time resulted in oppression, suppression, exploi.tation and ,Subjug.ai;lon doilndlltl WOIT(lien nd
cemented the evil practices like Sati, child marriages, wearing vel pu’r o o
based strict rules for widows and Devadaasi system etc. Kautll).'a sArth'ashastra .stron.gly
condemned women’s liberty and preached subjugation of the fair sex, imposed illogical
ions like they should not move out without father or husband or son’s consent, indicates

the existence of deeply established patriarchy. A number of restrictionsare imposed on
women by the patriarchy in Hinduism. In fact no religion has advocated the oppression of the
marginalized sections of the society but on the flip side they are highly subjected to
oppression, suppression and exploitation, the fault is mainly with the misinterpretations of the
religious texts. They are exploited physically, psychologically,
forced to face unequal opportunities and gender
Women are not awarded 3 wholesome part in
Evgn though women are equal part of the g
m‘,:lz are forced to encounter unequal
€Y are constantly imposed to stri

they are not g tahy, for the dominant male

women are consi

emotionally, sexually and
biased social justice.

the social and cultural construct of the society.
ocial, economic and cultural construct of the
Opportunities and gender biased social justice.
ctly adhere to the moral and ethical values but

in politics despite
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: re
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ibilit; ing
"Sibilities, prevailing cultural attitudes rege

ac t at
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e _ 4
Perspective Started sy, gy : OMeng “Minism in India can be asserted to the
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mainly dv¢ - ics
4, space is TeCTeA® g their efficiency 1N academic>

- . :
emselves, Provl e
t}r‘ny achieving self-sustenanceand becoming

3 'ety.
: . struct of the socl
Jninistratio king active role in social and cultural con o

"m o lS 9

102 i en writers of
i women empowerment found the way into the writings of postcolonial wort
ﬁlfemale experience can be better expressed in women writing than 1n thel pr.e?om:rlna:;
make expression. As literature and society are entwined deeply, the post-colonia W
wrters have tried an in depth analysis of female consciousness and psyche and explored the
gadual transformation of the suppressed and suffering women to the status of
mychologically and financially strong ‘new women.’Postcolonial  writers portrayed
iediscomfort and humiliation in married life, alienation in family, the fundamental challenge
of suvivability of women and girl child, domestic violence, economical dependence,
mma:?a:cdi;’uxi“::ei:oos imposed on women, quest for individual identity, social

me of the major issues, the feminist trends that found their

way into the postcolonial literature b i
. y women writers. Some of the India’s most i .
female writers who played a key role in changing the Incia’s most influcntial

d for women

3 o
n. politics, and econ

e . prevailing traditi 1

- are Mahasweta Devi, To.ru Dutt, IsmatChugtai, Kamala Dags An'ltlonal I'mnd i
= Knm'ha, deasi, Jh.umpaLahlri, ShashiDeshpande i
thahariharan GayatnChakravortySpivaketc. ’

andChitra Banerjee Divakarunj
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Anita Desai’s Where shall we 89 WRREE . . theme
for female identity is the major t .em : » . '
associate their alienation and disharmony in family life. §

» GQhe is a contem '

as Sita’s quest
that many [ndian women can ) .
her fifth pregnancy and says nO positively
- to Manori Island along with her four childre
u:

wonders about
fifth child and questions the very bag;
as1s

and she has taken her own de .
resolved «positively no” for giving birth to.
marriage and motherhood whereas her mythlcal namesake unquestioningly follow d
for fourteen years with her own co ed |
nsent. Fina]]
¥4

ram into forests
n positive note. “The life of Sita j
it is a stud
Y

husband Lord Sri
| of women’s body, suffering and strygo]
ggl

resolves and compromises and the play ends O
onsciousness, the question of contro

feminine ¢
f conjugal life”.

within the frame work 0
Kiran Desai is the winner of Man Booker prize for her most
. popula
Loss in 2006. The Inheritance of Loss is a marv pular novel The Inheritgp
* rations of ) ellous portrayal of thr ce
i ons of women ranging from meek, submissive and a victim of t €€ success
e contemporary New women.Nimi is a traditional ol patriarchal soci
oppression of h : ional woman wh oy
of her husband and a silent suf; - o suffers injusti
generation women are Loli, Noni dsu ferer like most other average wom njustice :
. , INon1 an Sai’s en. The
when Sai’s mother elo i mother. The transf . Sece
pes with a Russian . stormation process tak
who returns to Kalim, : and marries him, final ; S
, pong. Sai, the thi . , finally culminates with SaiMi
th ' ’ ird gen : s with SaiMi
Is;:tCuZE;I;When she found herself betrafedel‘atlon women is bold and wise enough tofS
: _ :
) frankly portrayed fi )
attitude and outs emale sexuality as subversi '
true lo po keness. Kamala Das’s versive which expresses her femi?
) n;e for which she yearns. Her poetry explores the theme of unfulfilled | and
confessional - Her poetry is inten : ove
. poet sely fille .
attitude. ArundhatiRoy’ she boldly expresses hery e d with love and passion. AS S
e s orismall Things motions, trly feminine B '
Desai, Kiran D s, boundaries and caste s gs is about family, relaionshps e
psyche in esai, Jhumpalahari ar ystem about the cross section of the society: Ao
Critical T];ajc ordance with feminist : Somff of the diaspora writers explored the feot
complexi ory explores South K perSpethes’Gaya‘fiChal“avortySpivak’SFe'""”"S’" gy
ty of feminism, orean women’s labour strike and ties to expla? "

Conclusion:
lis I.““'I

Women of g

tex cient Indi .

of :Vso‘:;eere miSimerprete: :a‘:henjoyfd much liberty and equz'xlity. At a later stage © s

thought " A gradual trans)i,t' e patriarchal society which is the ultimate €aUS° for ‘:g sk

by Wom:,ln ! t}fe feminism of‘:); a\:’d transformation occurred in M° ¢ [ndia 0 'tcr*"‘f"

are ¢o “N Writers. The tran © e.St. Women found a strong voice I po‘an be 5

mor Mg up in every fi sformation of women and their dentity 4U¢!

. ¢ liberated g (p, ield equally with men and < aving their 100 P
%08 and evep tﬁlr voice can be heard through the stone W Ils ‘O(t)n:b'

ough they are chained by the lod 0:1” ‘;::tt het yoicé ; :

¢
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Smothereq by st aptly says in her poem “I Am Not That womalt ¢
ones and the chains cannot smother her fragranc® os 16 mer
strong new ¥

darkp ary
ess. whi
o 1ch Ao ~
et e mmYyOANNO nf P Contempor
i ‘



n: The Penguin Group, <VVUY-

nheritance of Loss. Londo
low. need

renes
018: Women's political participation in India

Kiran. The |

Fconommic survey 2

hnps://www google.com
Guut A ST of Indian feminism: £ar ly years. My Big Red Bag, Sep 3

samikBandopadhyaya. Playscript. Five Plays:

i Shaktism-wikipedia
) shodhganga.inﬂibnet.ac.in/bitstream/ 1 0603/60343/9/09_chapter%204 pdf

) mtps://www.lap—publishing.com/.../a-critical—analysis-ofanita-desai-s-where S

we-..




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

